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Fig. 1 shows a longitudinal section through a car, with an installed rear 
view mirror, 

Fig. 2 shows a perpendicular central section through the rear view mirror 
according to the invention, and 

Fig. 3 shows a front view of the mirror. 

The rear view mirror is comprised of a flat or slightly convex pane of glass 
1 . which is mirror-coated in the lower part 2 and is kept transparent in the upper 
part 3, and is preferably matte-finished in this upper part. The pane 1 is held by a 
housing 4, which can be rotated by means of a ball-and-socket joint 5 on a 
supporting arm 6 and can be adjusted in a wide variety of directions: As shown 
by Fig. 1 , the support arm 6 is fastened with screws at the top, in front of the 
driver's seat. The housing 4, which is arbitrarily made of metal or plastic, 
encompasses the illumination device, which is comprised of a 6 or 12 volt 
double-ended tubular lamp 7 and the contact springs 8 disposed in the wall of the 
housing 4. The switch 9 for the lamp is also affixed in the housing 4 and its 
supply lines are routed through the hollow support arm 6 or can also be 
embodied in a suitable fashion as a connector cord. In the lower part, the 
housing 4 has an elongated opening 10 through which the light of the lamp 7 can 
shine downward. 

As shown in Fig. 1 , in the normal position of the mirror glass 1 , the light 
beam entering from behind, through the rear window 1 1 is reflected 
approximately toward the driver's eyes. The driver can also see the interior of the 
car approximately in the region of the angle 1 2. The light of the lamp 7 passes 
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1 . A rear view mirror for motor vehicles, with an illumination device behind 
an uncoated mirror section in the upper part of the mirror, through which light is 
cast into the interior of the vehicle, characterized in that the illumination device 
(7), which is disposed in a rearward-protruding mirror housing (4), and the 
uncoated mirror section (3) are disposed in relation to each other in such a way 
that the driver's eyes remain outside the beam of light and that the same 
illumination device can cast light through an opening (10) on the underside of the 
housing (4), downward onto the region of the dashboard, wherein the beam of 
light is kept out of the driver's eyes. 

2. The rear view mirror according to claim 1 , characterized in that the 
uncoated mirror surface (3) is matte-finished and the lamp switch (9) is attached 
to the housing (4) which, on its arched rear end, can be adjusted into any 
arbitrary pivot position by means of a ball-and-socket joint (5) on a stationary wall 
bracket (6), without impairing the downward traveling beam. 
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